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Sir: 

As a means of complying with the duty of disclosure under 37 



CFR §1.56, and in accordance with 37 CFR §§1.97 and 1.98, 
Applicant (s) , through the undersigned attorney, submits this 
Information Disclosure Statement. The patents, publications or 
other information submitted herewith are listed on the attached 
Form PTO-1449 and copies are attached excluding U.S. patents and 
publications . 

The documents listed on the attached Form PTO-144 9 were cited 
in the International Search Report. A copy of the ISR is attached. 

Documents AD, AE and AH are also discussed on pages 1, 2 and 
3 of the instant specification. 



In accordance with 37 CFR §1. 97(b) (1) or (2) , this Information 
Disclosure Statement is being filed either within three months of 
the filing date of the above-identified application, or within 
three months of the date of entry into the national stage of the 
above-identified application as set forth in 37 CFR §1.491. 
Accordingly, no fee is required. 
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JACOBSON HOLMAN PLLC 



By: 
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Date: August 18, 2006 
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JP 01011983A (NISSHIN STEEL CO LTD) 

AJ Patent Abstracts of Japan, Vol. 1998, No. 3, Feb. 27, 1998 & 

JP 09296277A (NKK CORP) 

AK 



EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation 
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant (s) 



JCH -5/01-1 11a 



